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By JILL BOOGREN
The  l i t t l e  b r i ck  bu i ld -

ing on the corner of 41st and 
Minnehaha Ave., easily spotted 
by the rocking horse, hanging bi-
cycle and an assortment of old 
chairs on the sidewalk, will soon 
be housing All Square—a gour-
met grilled cheese restaurant with 
a social purpose.

Founded by Emily Hunt 
Turner, All Square aims to reduce 
recidivism by giving people with 
criminal records a better chance 
at successful reentry through 
work and professional develop-
ment. The name itself refers not 
just to the shape of the sand-
wiches, but to the idea that, once 
you’ve paid your debt to society, 
you’re “all square.”

The idea came from a place 
of feeling pretty helpless, Turner 
said. A civil rights attorney with 
a background in criminal justice 
and work on fair housing issues, 
it was unbelievable to her how 
many people with records could 
not access housing. As a whole, 
the system was overly punitive.

“There weren’t any remedies 
we could provide,” she said. Feel-
ing like we’ve actually devolved 
in civil rights, she wanted to be 
able to answer “Yes” to the ques-
tion: “Systemically, are you part 
of the solution?”

About one in three adults, 
or roughly one hundred million 

people, are said to have criminal 
records, which limits their access 
to employment. But Turner, cit-
ing Emily Baxter’s aptly named 
book, “We Are All Criminals,” 
maintains that the number of 
people who have broken the 
law and should have a record 
but don’t is much higher. Con-
sidering that about two-thirds 
of people who are released are 
rearrested within three years, ac-
cording to the National Institute 
of Justice, Turner wants to give 
people an opportunity to work to 
remove that signifi cant barrier to 
reentry after serving time.

“Second chances are critical,” 

she said. “We all need them.”
It's safe to say Turner never 

dreamed she'd be running a 
restaurant. She’s the fi rst person 
to acknowledge she’s not a cook, 
with grilled cheese being one of 
the only things she’s capable of 
cooking. So much so, that her 
friends know that’s what they’ll 
be having if they ever eat at her 
place. They told her, jokingly, 
that she should open a grilled 
cheese shop someday, an idea 
that eventually clicked.

Why not? Turner thought. 
Grilled cheese sandwiches are 
earning their rightful place on 
the menu. Why not be the em-

ployer who puts people with 
criminal records to work?

Turner is well aware that 
restaurants are risky business 
and incredibly nuanced, but 
she’s received affi rmation from a 
few places. One is from Edwins, 
a similar (albeit higher end) es-
tablishment in Cleveland, OH, 
that in seven years has shown a 
reduction in recidivism. Anoth-
er was the successful Kickstarter 
campaign she launched last fall 
that suggested people would get 
behind the idea.

“I really trusted the idea 
would work and the model 
would work,” she said.

She’s also working with in-
dustry professionals who are of-
fering much-needed guidance. 
Jodi Ayers and Heather Bray, 
co-owners of Lowbrow (which 
was just named by Foursquare as 
one of 15 places to have a grilled 
cheese sandwich right now), have 
provided mentorship in the prag-
matics of opening and running 
a restaurant: how to think about 
inventory, crunch the numbers, 
how to contract, design a kitch-
en, run a kitchen, and operate 
the front of the house. And Chef 
Sarah Masters (formerly of Bar-
bette) helped craft the menu, 
putting the “gourmet” into the 
grilled cheese.

“There are some incredible 
variations of grilled cheese that 
she came up with,” said Turner. “

She also has a retired chef 
who wants to volunteer and help 
get everyone trained in, and she’s 
learning from those with direct 
experience.

“We have people who have 
been incarcerated who are on our 
Board of Directors, in our leader-
ship,” she said, adding that too 
often people who have experi-
enced these barriers are not at the 
table. “I trust them completely,”

All Square aims to provide 
professional development as-
sistance, and Turner imagines a 
“prison-to-law-and-policy pipe-
line” for those who are interest-
ed in pursuing legal and criminal 
justice careers.

The  r e s t auran t  w i l l  be 
housed on the left side of the 
storefront, and Junket, on the 
right, will retain its current 
front door. All Square will have 
an open window kitchen with 
a countertop bar facing it and 
seating toward the front. Turner 
expects to have 11-14 employees 
on board, with their open hours 
mostly aligned with Junket’s 
schedule.

The enterprise makes sense 
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Junket makes room 
for All Square 
restaurant, joins 
forces for social good

All Square gourmet grilled cheese. (Photo provided)

Emily Hunt Turner, founder of All 
Square. (Photo provided)

After 109 years, Bethany Lutheran Church to close
By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

The congregation of Betha-
ny Lutheran Church will have its 
fi nal service on Sun., June 18 at 
10:30am. At this service, the altar 
Bible, processional cross, altar 
candle, chalice, and other sacred 
elements of worship will be de-
commissioned. Located at 3901 
36th Ave. S., the church has been 
in the Longfellow neighborhood 
for 109 years. 

In January of this year, mem-
bers of the congregation voted to 
enter into a process called Holy 
Closure. Interim Pastor Susan 
Masters said, “The decision to 
close the church was not made 
quickly; it was made prayerful-
ly and thoughtfully. In the ECLA 
(Evangelical Church in America), 
this not something a bishop de-
cides—but the outcome of deep 
congregational prayer and dis-
cernment.”

Paula Conrad, President of 
the Church Board, explained, 
“We believe that the closing of 
our church is a holy act. There 
certainly are mundane tasks to 
be performed, but the process is 
a holy one because we are resur-

rection people. Death may break 
our hearts, but it doesn’t fright-
en us. We believe that the spirit 
of Bethany will live on long after 
June 18.”

“We also want to assure our 
neighbors that we aren’t nail-
ing the doors shut, and running 

away," Conrad said. "The parson-
age will be sold as a single family 
home, and the church building 
will be cared for in its transition 
period. The congregation voted 
to transfer the church building 
to our Minneapolis Area Synod, 
which will be responsible for its 

maintenance, upkeep, and even-
tual sale."

A Friends and Family Farewell to Bethany Lutheran Church will be held on 
Sat., June 10, beginning with worship at 11am and followed by an indoor 
picnic and program. An $8 donation is requested to cover the cost of the meal. 
Call 612-729-9376 to RSVP by June 4. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

Interim Pastor Susan Masters said, 
“Having served here for the last 
year, it’s clear to me that the con-
gregation cares deeply about the 
surrounding neighborhood—that 
has been an important part of 
their identity.” (Photo by Margie 
O’Loughlin)

Continued on page 4
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BUY LOCAL

for Junket Owner Julie Kearns, 
who sees a desire for a walk-
able food option near 41st & 
Minnehaha. Turner’s values are 
also a natural fit.

“It’s a healing neighbor-
hood,” said Kearns, whose own 
compass is trained on being in 
service to the community. Her 
shop, first and foremost, has an 
environmental mission: reducing 
waste and creating a stable future 
for her daughter, Meridel, and 
her contemporaries.

“This is about a future soci-
ety that runs better than the one 
we’re in now,” she said.

Kearns has already raised the 
idea with Turner about creating 
a zero waste restaurant, an idea 
Turner is exploring and which 
has already informed some of 
her purchasing decisions.

“[Kearns] is 18 steps ahead 
of me at all times,” said Turner, 
who is looking into purchas-
ing used kitchen products. “Be-
cause... who needs new”? This is 
a mindset that Kearns wants to 
take hold throughout the mar-
ketplace.

Revolutionize retail 
through reuse
Kearns may be downsizing her 
shop footprint, but she’s kicking 
around some giant ideas of her 
own. In 2015 Kearns contracted 
with Ecotone Analytics, GBC, to 
track carbon dioxide emissions 
avoided by consumers buying 
used instead of brand new items. 
To the best of Kearns’ knowledge, 
hers is the only retailer in the 
country undertaking such prod-
uct-specific analysis, which she 
and her staff have conducted by 
meticulously weighing and track-
ing items sold in her shop.

Two years later, she’s reached 
a  d a t a - d r i ve n  c o n c l u s i o n : 
“There’s no environmentally vir-
tuous alternative to reuse, peri-
od.”

Last year, Junket’s custom-
ers purchased 14,825 items with 
a combined weight of over 6.2 
tons, much of which would have 
gone into the waste stream. The 
production of new goods, ac-
cording to Junket’s 2016 carbon 
impact data, would have gener-
ated more than 31 metric tons of 
new carbon dioxide emissions.

To bring this home, Kearns 
focused her attention on the 

tiny but ubiquitous paper clip 
and found significant savings 
in buying existing versus brand 
new or recycled ones, even fac-
toring in the cost of transporting 
them. In fact, Kearns calculated, 
a reused paper clip could travel 
30 times from New York to Los 
Angels by train before reach-
ing the CO2 emissions it would 
take to produce even a recycled 
paper clip. Consider that 11 bil-
lion new paper clips are pur-
chased each year, and they’re all 
made of steel, the production 
of which creates 16,830 tons of 
CO2 emissions—the equivalent 
of driving all the way from Earth 
to Venus—and suddenly that tiny 
little paper clip looks a whole lot 
bigger.

“If I have this much impact, 
imagine the impact of every-
thing else,” suggests the personi-
fied paper clip on her infograph-
ic, above images of safety pins, 
a kettle, silverware, kitchenware, 
and a bicycle.

To tackle the problem, Ke-
arns wants to treat throwaways 
as  commodit ies  and main-
stream reuse. She envisions a 
supply chain that gets what’s 

in people’s attics and closets 
to the people who need them. 
For this to work, secondhand 
shops need to specialize and 
organize in ways they current-
ly don’t. People need to adjust 
their standards (secondhand can 
still mean first-rate) and accept 
mixed sizes and possible imper-
fections (much like they do with 
the less uniformly-sized apples 
in the organics produce section, 
for example). And the packaging 
itself needs to come from reused 
materials.

Kearns wants to “revolu-
tionize retail through reuse,” the 
goal being for people to rethink 
what we buy, thereby pushing 
demand for reused goods and 
ultimately forcing retailers to re-
think what they sell. 

“We’re working to provide 
high-quality ease of access to the 
most sustainable goods possi-
ble: those that already exist,” she 
said.

To that end, Kearns is doing 
what she can to organize inflow. 
She is developing education 
materials as well as a prototype 
app, already underway, that will 
match reused goods to the peo-
ple who need them. She still has 
her sights on paper clips, and 
will begin working with schools 
to collect the ones they would 
otherwise discard.

“If I can solve this for paper 
clips, I can do this for anything,” 
she said.

So yes, big things may soon 
be coming from the little build-
ing at 41st & Minnehaha. All 
Square plans to open in the fall. 
Together, they’ll push sustain-
ability and what it means to be 
in service to the community one 
grilled cheese sandwich and one 
paper clip at a time.

Junket/All Square 
join forces
Continued from page 1

Junket’s storefront. The door to the left will soon open into the All Square 
gourmet grilled cheese restaurant. (Photo by Jill Boogren)

Julie Kearns and Emily Turner sign 
the lease, which will convert part of 
the space at Junket to make room for 
All Square. (Photo provided)

Neighborhood Garage Sale set June 9-10
Get your goodies priced and orga-
nized to take part in the Longfellow 
Neighborhood Garage Sale, June 
9 and 10, 9am-3pm each day. To 
have your garage sale listed, you 
can register at www.longfellow.org/

sale, but you must do so by June 
3 to have your sale listed on the 
Neighborhood Sale Map which 
will be widely advertised before the 
event: Then join the crowds at the 
sales on June 9-10.
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If there is no Hiawatha Golf Course, what do residents want there? 
The Park Board continues to evaluate whether it will keep the golf course running. Exercise prompts residents 
to consider the sorts of amenities they would support at Hiawatha Golf Course if the pumps are shut off. 
By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

If Hiawatha Golf Course 
doesn’t remain a golf course, 
what would residents like to see 
on the land?

T h a t  wa s  t h e  q u e s t i o n 
posed during a  community 
meeting at Nokomis Recreation 
Center on Apr. 20.

In general, attendees sup-
ported natural areas and active, 
multi-generational uses that 
aren’t found in nearby parks. 
Many supported the continu-
ation of golf in some form, 
whether it be a top golf-style 
driving range, nine-hole golf 
course or three-hole learning 
center.

Because of the size resi-
dents support a multi-use area 
that encourages recreation and 
exercise, while factoring in en-
vironmental  impacts.  Some 
named cross-country ski trails, a 
bike park, archery range, ropes 
and skills course, and open 
space as positive amenities for 
the area.

“This is a huge property, 
and it should be used for things 
that need a big area. Small ac-
tivities can be housed at any 
park. Golf needs a large space, 
and as much of the property 
needs to be devoted to golf. Ag-
riculture can take place at dis-
tributed park sites and does not 
need to be housed at the golf 

course,” wrote one person who 
left a comment card.

However, some did express 
support for urban agriculture at 
the property, as well as pollina-
tor gardens, a beekeeping space, 
deep winter greenhouses, and 
prairie/wetland restoration.

“What an incredible oppor-
tunity we have to create/restore 
something unique for all gener-
ations to follow, for the nonhu-
man creatures and systems that 
depend upon this space. Let’s 
take advantage of this opportu-
nity to restore our little section 
of the planet,” wrote one per-
son.

Others discussed how im-
portant it was to have a trail 
that went around the entire 
lake, and how other amenities 
such as an amphibian educa-

tion trail, fitness trail, viewing 
platforms and public art could 
be worked into that.

“We really want a trail all 
the way around the lake,” wrote 
one resident. “It would be great 
to have it be ADA accessible 
with fitness trail elements. A 
climbing wall, ropes and skills 
course, and a nature playground 
would be really nice to have. 
They are very popular with 
parents and children. There is 
no other bike/BMX trail/park 
around.”

Another wrote, “The golf 
course as it exists now is anti-
thetical to other uses—especial-
ly cross-country ski trails, sled-
ding, and hiking (during golf 
season). If the solution includes 
golf ,  the golf  uses must  be 

friendly to, and share the park 
well with, other uses.”

T h e r e  we r e  t h o s e  w h o 
supported an outdoor gather-
ing space, brewpub or restau-
rant, food truck area, and event 
space, and others who pushed 
for more passive uses and a qui-
eter park.

All of the comments, ideas 
and possible layouts left by at-
tendees can be viewed on the 
Minneapolis Parks and Recre-
ation Board (MPRB) project 
page.

Golf still an option
M P R B  c o n t i n u e s  t o  m ove 
ahead on evaluating options 
for the Hiawatha Golf Course, 
with plans to pinpoint a direc-
tion by July 2017.

MPRB Assistant Superin-
tendent of Planning Michael 
Schroeder explained that  i f 
the annual pumping of 242 
million gallons of groundwa-
ter and 66 million gallons of 
stormwater continues, there 
will be no change at the golf 

course. 
“ I f  we ’ r e  t o l d  t o  s t o p 

p u m p i n g ,  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e 
needs to happen at the prop-
erty,” said Schroeder, which 
prompted the Apr. 20 exercise.

The volume of water being 
pumped from Hiawatha Golf 
Course is far greater than al-
lowed by a permit issued by 
the DNR in 1993 for 36.5 mil-
lion gallons. About 105 mil-
lion gallons a year are being 
pumped in a little circle, seep-
ing from the ponds into Lake 
Hiawatha and back into the 
ponds. 

MPRB i s  a l so  fac tor ing 
in whether nearby residences 
need the pumping to contin-
ue to avoid flooding in their 
basements, and how to capture 
trash from the watershed be-
fore it enters Lake Hiawatha, 
Schroeder said. 

“Could we lower the lake?” 
asked Schroeder. He answered, 
“Technically, we could do it. 
But we can solve most of the 
problems using other less ex-
pensive solutions.” 

What’s next?
Since the last  public  meet-
ing, staff and consultants have 
further evaluated options for 
water  management and use 
of the Hiawatha Golf Course 
property. The range of options 
has been narrowed to two di-
rections—one that maintains 
the current volume of pump-
ing and retains the 18-hole golf 
course, and one that reduces 
the volume of pumping while 
introducing other recreation 
activities to the property. Po-
tential activities in a reduced 
pumping scenario draw upon 
input offered by participants at 
the April 20 meeting.

The DNR supports the op-
tion that reduces the pumping by 
70% and closes the golf course.

A more detailed descrip-
tion of each option, including 
ecological, recreational, eco-
nomic, and other factors, was 
shared at a public meeting on 
May 18 (which missed the June 
Messenger deadline and will ap-
pear in the next edition).
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Attendees at an April community meeting regarding the Hiawatha Golf Course were asked to share their opinions 
on what they’d like to see at the golf course property if the pumps were shut off. They were encouraged to consider 
how the uses benefi t immediate neighbors and park users, as well as what it offered the Nokomis-Hiawatha regional 
park community. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

“If we’re told to stop 
pumping, something 
else needs to 
happen at the 
property.”

– Michael Schroeder, 
MPRB
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Longfellow is leading the way 
in helping residents think about 
what climate change will mean 
to our community.

In November 2016, the City 
of Minneapolis partnered with 
the Longfellow and Seward 
neighborhood associations and 
Transition Longfellow to host 
a climate awareness discussion 
with 20 residents representing a 
diverse cross-section of the com-
munity. 

“That was a good start,” said 
the meeting organizer, Leslie 
MacKenzie, of Transition Long-
fellow, “but a lot more people 
need to be part of this conver-
sation. The problem of extreme 
weather is going to get worse in 
the next 5, 10, 15 years. We need 
to prepare now.” 

MacKenzie began to envision 
a series of talks that would be 
open to the entire community. 

T o g e t h e r  w i t h  L i s a 
Strong (Howe), Rachel Hefte 
(Corcoran) ,  Karen  Grabou 
(Long fe l low) ,  Ebony  Beck 
(Hiawatha) ,  Dani  Clout ier 
(Powderhorn), and Eliza Tocher 
(Cooper), she developed the se-
ries: “When Climate Change 
Comes Home.” 

Paul Moss, coordinator the 
of the Minnesota Pollution Con-
trol Agency’s Climate Adaptation 
Team, was the first speaker at the 
kick-off event in April, “Climate 
and Health.“ He shared data 
from the state climatologist’s of-
fice and said “impacts of climate 
change are already being ob-
served in our state.”

Climate change is already 
to blame for more heavy rainfall 
events, like the flood in Dulu-
th. The state has seen seven me-
ga-rain events in the last 16 years; 
the same number that had oc-
curred in the previous 130 years. 
Flooding, soil erosion, damaged 
roadways, polluted groundwater, 
water and mold in homes; these 
are just some of the results of ex-
treme rainfall.

While most people associate 
climate change with heat, Minne-
sota climate experts see that be-
coming more of a problem after 
2025. What Minnesota is experi-
encing now is warming winters 
(think icy sidewalks and freeze-
thaw damage to roadways). 

“Gardeners might be excited 
by the idea of an earlier spring 
and a longer growing season,” 
said MacKenzie. “Unfortunately, 
what we are really experiencing is 
more variability. Fifty-degree days 

in February, then plunging back 
to zero. Plants and animals have 
a hard time dealing with that.”

At the April  event,  Lisa 
Strong shared information from 
the Minnesota Department of 
Health about the health im-
pacts of climate change, from air 
quality issues and longer allergy 
seasons, to waterborne and in-
sect-borne diseases. 

“This series is an opportu-
nity for residents to learn more 
so they know what to do in case 
of emergency,” said MacKenzie. 
“But realistically, we can’t do ev-
erything as individuals. We also 
need to think about what we 
can do together as a community. 
What are our community assets? 
What resources can be shared? 
What resources are we lacking?”

It’s not just infrastructure 
that is at risk. “Do you know 
which of your neighbors may 
need help because of age or 
disability? If flooding damages 
homes, where can homeowners 
get help? Do we have a commu-
nity emergency fund? Or is every-
one left to figure it out for them-
selves, with the possibility that 

some homes become unlivable?” 
MacKenzie said. 

“At our first meeting, we 
had 25 people participate. We 
captured their feedback, and at 
each session, we will gather more 
input to use to develop a com-
munity action plan.

“Can the neighborhood as-
sociation set aside some of its 
funds for community prepared-
ness education, for emergency 
assistance or basement water-
proofing? What about the city? 
We have never talked about it 
before at the community level.” 
said MacKenzie.

According to fol low up 
communication from Moss, “Al-
though a number of Minnesota 
communities are starting to pre-
pare for the impacts of climate 
change, much work yet needs 
to be done… Longfellow’s work 
promises to pay important divi-
dends in a more resilient neigh-
borhood in the years ahead.”

Moss has characterized the 
“Climate Change Comes Home” 
project as “groundbreaking work 
that can serve as a model for 
other Minnesota communities.” 

But the promise of this project 
depends upon community par-
ticipation. 

“It’s the depth and diversi-
ty of the conversation that will 
bring new and effective ideas for 

working together as a commu-
nity,” said MacKenzie. “We’re 
talking about resilience here; 
about being able to bounce back 
from challenges. That doesn’t 
happen by accident.”

There are four more talks 
in the “When Climate Change 
Comes Home” series: 
• Thur., June 15, 6:30–9pm – 
“Severe Storms and Power,” at 
Longfellow Park, 3435 36th 
Ave. S. June speakers include 
Casidy Anderson, Community 
Risk Reduction Officer with the 
Minneapolis Fire Department, 
Dave Crawford, a naturalist with 
the DNR, and Bruce Stahlberg, 
Affordable Energy Solutions. 
After the speakers, community 
members will brainstorm actions 
they can take to be personally 
prepared and what people can do 
together to build a more caring, 
climate-ready community. This 
series is co-sponsored by the En-
vironment Committee of LCC.
• Thur., July 20 – “Heat Waves”
• Thur., Sept. 21 – “Insect- and 
water-borne diseases”
• October – “Putting the Pieces 
Together in a Community Action 
Plan”

The group is also working 
with the City of Minneapolis to 
host an emergency preparedness 
Ready Camp for neighborhood 
residents, including families with 
children. To learn more, visit the 
Transition Longfellow website at 
www.Transitionlongfellow.org. 
This speaker series is cospon-
sored by the Environment Com-
mittee of the Longfellow Com-
munity Council.

Is Longfellow prepared for a changing climate?

Transition Longfellow
By LESLIE MACKENZIE

Neighbors gathered in April to discuss "Climate and Health." Four more talks are planned. (Photo submitted)

Paul Moss, coordinator the of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Cli-
mate Adaptation Team, was the first speaker at the kick-off event in April, 
(Photo submitted)

Masters explained that “the 
Bethany congregation will de-
cide how to disburse prof-
its from the sale of the church 
building. Called the Legacy 
Fund, this money will be used 
to further other ministries that 
have been important to our 
church over the years. We see 
that as a continuing act of res-
urrection. In our way of think-
ing, no matter who lands here, 
whether it’s another Lutheran 
church, a completely different 
place of worship, or a non-prof-
it agency—Bethany has planted 
the seeds for good work on this 
corner, and that good work will 
continue.”

Congregational Secretary 
Karen Boberg added, “We have 
a very rich tradition of raising 
people up here who’ve stayed 

true to their faith roots. Because 
of the nurture of this congre-
gation, so many members have 
gone on to become ordained 
ministers or active in the mis-
sion fields.”

Boberg described how she 
was strong-armed into attend-
ing Bethany for the first time 
in 1965. A high school student 
at the time, she was effectively 
dragged in by the superinten-
dent of the Sunday School. She 
left the church when she went 
off to college, but eventually re-
turned—drawn back by the com-
munity, the familiarity, and the 
recognition that she was, “a tra-
ditional Lutheran.”

The history of the Lutheran 
church is essentially an ethnic 
history. Lutheran churches were 
built by Germans, Norwegians, 
Danes, Swedes, and Finns, who 
were, by and large, church-going 
people. 

“The elders among us re-
member what they call ‘The 
Glory Days’ of a generation 

or  two  ago ,”  Boberg  sa id . 
“That was back when we had 
two morning services and not 
enough room for all the Sun-
day School classes we needed. 
This is certainly not the reali-
ty for most churches anymore. 
If the median age of your con-
gregation keeps getting older, 
you just can’t keep it going. You 
need the younger generation 
to do the heavy lifting, and the 
church is not at the center of 
most young families’ lives any-
more. We are far from the only 
church that has experienced 
this.”

Masters concluded, “Social 
scientists say that young people 
are less interested in going to 
church for a one hour Sunday 
morning worship. What they 
seem to want is to be involved 
in community service in direct 
ways. Congregational loyalty is 
very different in this generation. 
Maybe that’s what’s changing—
that the building is no longer 
the main focus.”

Bethany Lutheran 
Church to close
Continued from page 1
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Over 1,500 people plant 300 trees at Lake Hiawatha on Arbor Day
By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

To celebrate Arbor Day 2017, 
over 1,500 people planted 300 trees 
at Lake Hiawatha Park.

The location was chosen, in 
part, because of the highly engaged 
community that cares about its 
parks and trees.

“Having that many more trees 
means more water is being filtered 
through the root systems and a cer-
tain amount of water is being ab-
sorbed, which will create a more 
resilient landscape and mitigate 
flooding somewhat,” remarked 
Ryan Seibold of Friends of Lake Hi-
awatha, which has advocated for a 
cleaner lake. 

“The trees are also habitat 
for the many species that depend 
on a thriving ecosystem. The trees 
will also create a more scenic envi-
ronment that the community can 
enjoy and provide cooler spaces to 
be in the summer. When the city 
invests in the environment, we can 
expect that the community will be 
happier and healthier.”

The Apr. 28 event included 
an Arborist Show and Tell, buck-
et truck rides, rope-and-saddle tree 
climbing supervised by profession-
al arborists, tree-sized lawn games, 
tree-themed obstacle course/Na-
ture Play Zone, tree swing, pop-up 
library with Hennepin County Li-
brary, an exhibit about invasive spe-
cies and trees, bounce house, Heri-
tage Tree Bike Ride, and Arbor Day 
Fun Run. 

There were also musical per-
formances by School House Rocks 
and Twin Town Blasting Corps (a 
blend of May Day Parade’s Your 
Community Band with members 
of the Brass Messengers and Arbo-
rators), food trucks and a beer gar-
den. 

All proceeds from the beer gar-
den, coffee sales, and the Beer Run 
were donated to Brewing a Better 
Forest for Urban Forestry Outreach. 
With the logo, “water a tree, beer 
for free,” Brewing a Better Forest 

partners with local breweries to re-
ward tree watering adopters with 
free beer tokens.

Helping sponsor the event 
were People for Parks, Brewing a 
Better Forest and Pat’s Tap. Com-
munity supporters and volunteers 
included Friends of Lake Hiawatha, 
Giving Tree Gardens, Harmony 
Tree, Free Forest School and Ecolog-
ical Design.

People for Parks donated 
$15,000 to the Arbor Day event at 
Lake Hiawatha. According to Peo-
ple for Parks Executive Director 
Chriss Joyce, trees help combat cli-
mate change, clean the air, provide 
oxygen, cool city streets, prevent 
soil erosion and water pollution, 
shield children from ultra-violet 

rays, provide food and heal. They 
also increase property values and 
business traffic.

Previous Arbor Day plantings 
have been funded in Logan Park, 
St. Anthony Park, East Phillips Park, 
Pearl Park, Jordan Park, Victory Me-
morial Drive, Thomas Lowry Park, 
and Folwell Park.

Citywide, 10,000 trees will be 
planted by Minneapolis Parks and 
Recreation this year in parks and 
along boulevards, many replacing 
trees lost to Emerald Ash Borer, 
pointed out arborist Jason Hen-
drickson. Varieties planted include 
pine, spruce, fir, linden, Ginko, 
honey locust, river birch, Kentucky 
Coffeetree, magnolia, London Plan-
etree, basswood, hickory, and oak. 

Nut and fruit trees include 
serviceberry, three varieties of cra-
bapple (Centennial, Dolgo, and 
Chestnut), Turkish filbert/hazelnut, 
and pine nut. The soil around the 
fruit trees was treated with a my-
corrhizal fungi inoculum treatment 
thanks to Russ Henry of Giving 
Tree Gardens. “The tree and fungi 
will form a symbiotic relationship 
underground, and they will ex-
change valuable nutrients with each 
other—sugars, water, minerals,” 
said Seibold, “and fungi provide the 
trees some protection against dis-
ease.”

Seibold loves the cherry trees 
planted along the walking path. 

“I immediately envisioned 
people picking a free and healthy 
snack while taking in the view of 
the lake and Minneapolis skyline 
on a nearby park bench,” said 
Seibold, who has proposed es-
tablishing a food forest at the Hi-
awatha Golf Course. “I counted 
about ten cherry trees, so hopeful-
ly there will be enough to make a 
cherry pie someday, and maybe we 
can make a fun community event 
around harvesting cherries. 

“It was also really exciting to 
see native bees buzzing all around 
them as they were flowering. Our 
food system depends on polli-
nators, and growing food in our 
parks is an amazing opportunity 
to raise awareness of this import-
ant connection.”

There is interest in planting 
a Three Sisters garden, an Indige-
nous garden technique planting 
corn, beans, and squash, so they 
work together to thrive much like 
the food forest concept, pointed 
out Seibold. There is also inter-
est in planting Pollinator Patch-
es that are offered free from the 
city of Minneapolis. On May 25, 
MPRB held an open house to 

gather input on modifying the 
Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park 
plan to designate urban agricul-
ture areas.

“It would be amazing to see 
a continuous naturalized land-
scape around the whole lake with 
these interconnected human and 
wildlife ecosystems integrated 
throughout,” remarked Seibold.

“We’re getting closer to a 
healthier Lake Hiawatha.”

People for Parks donated $15,000 to the Arbor Day event at Lake Hi-
awatha. “People for Parks originated in 1977 in response to the Dutch 
Elm Disease outbreak so being tree stewards has been an integral part of 
our mission for 40 years,” said People for Parks Executive Director Chriss 
Joyce. “People for Parks is the only grassroots non-profit that takes indi-
vidual donations and turns that into funding for special projects and pro-
grams right in your backyard. We pride ourselves on bringing people from 
different generations, ethnic, and social economic backgrounds together 
to create more joy, love, and peace instead of anger, fear, and hate.” In 
celebration of its 40th anniversary, People for Parks has allocated $20,000 
in matched funding to its mini-grant program. Every dollar donated to the 
mini-grant program in 2017 will be equally matched. (Photo courtesy of 
People for Parks)

Keewaydin resident Charlie Krocak, 
age three and a half, climbs a tree 
during the Arbor Day event at Lake 
Hiawatha Park on April 28, 2017. 
He was assisted by MPRB arborist 
John Elward. “It’s so much fun,” 
said his father, Brent. “The kids love 
climbing trees. It’s great for them to 
be able to do it safely.” (Photo by 
Tesha M. Christensen)

MPRB arborists Jason Hendrickson (front) and Nicholas Hart help children 
and adults plant trees during the Arbor Day event at Lake Hiawatha on 
April 28, 2017. Over 300 trees were planted at the park that day. (Photo by 
Tesha M. Christensen)
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By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

Minneapolis’ largest Cinco de Mayo Festival took place on Sun., May 7 outside of El Nuevo Rodeo Restaurante on E. Lake St. between 27th and 29th avenues. Contrary to popular belief, Cinco de 
Mayo is not the day Mexico celebrates its independence from Spain (that holiday is observed Sept. 16). Cinco de Mayo honors the Mexican army’s surprising victory over French forces at the Battle 
of Puebla on May 5, 1862. The Mexican Army won the battle despite being much smaller and ill-equipped.

The Festival Cinco de Mayo Minneapolis 2017 was a wild ride with bucking 
bulls, music, dancing, and street food. This year’s event was produced by 
Maya Santamaria of Midwest Latino Entertainment and Talent. 

Naara’s Silver was one of several Latino-owned artisan booths lining East 
Lake Street for Cinco de Mayo. 

In the US, Cinco de Mayo has be-
come a general celebration of Mex-
ican-American culture, a chance to 
revel in the joys of tacos, Mariachi 
music, dancing, and tequila. These 
well-ornamented margaritas were for 
sale at El Nuevo Rodeo Restaurante.

Cinco de Mayo is a bigger deal in the United States than in Mexico. In Mex-
ico, the day is observed with political speeches and battle reenactments. Alvi 
Jurez and daughter Jazleen are shown here, en route to teaching a Zumba 
class for festival attendees, a popular form of dance done to Latin music.

El Pollo De Los Santos, which has a brick and mortar store at 417 E. Lake St., brought its mobile operation to Cinco 
de Mayo—along with lots of chicken.
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Nokomis East Food Garden growing at St. James Episcopal
Article and photos 
by MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

St. James Episcopal Church, 
3225 E. Minnehaha Pkwy., is ex-
panding their onsite garden and, 
with the help of neighborhood 
volunteers, starting to grow fresh 
produce for the Minnehaha United 
Methodist Church Food Shelf.

The first big workday for the 
food shelf garden was held on Sat., 
Apr. 29. Four wooden, raised beds 
were built by more than two dozen 
volunteers, and a second row of cin-
der blocks was added to the five ex-
isting beds. Planting days were held 
on the two following Saturdays. 

Lauren Hazenson, Program 
and Communications Manager for 
the Nokomis East Neighborhood 
Association (NENA), explained 
the evolution of the garden design 
and mission. “The idea for the 
Nokomis East Food Garden came 
out of a series of conversations be-
tween members of NENA’s Green 
Initiatives Committee and the com-

munity. We’re already connected 
to two strong garden projects: the 
Nokomis Naturescape at 50th St. 
and Nokomis Pkwy., and the Gate-
way Gardens at 50th St. and the old 
Hiawatha Train Station.”

“We wanted to partner with 
an existing garden site to grow 
food and, ultimately,” Hazen-
son said, “the partnership that 
emerged included St. James Epis-
copal, Lake Nokomis Lutheran, 

and Minnehaha United Method-
ist churches. We surveyed church 
members and it was clear that they 
wanted to grow food for the pur-
pose of being distributed at the 
local food shelf. People are also 
welcome to join us who are unaffil-
iated with these churches, but who 
are excited about the garden’s mis-
sion. The food shelf at Minnehaha 
United Methodist serves more than 
600 clients each month; they’re 

open on Tuesdays from 10am-3pm, 
in the church basement at 3701 E. 
50th St.”

This will be the third season 
for the garden at St. James Episco-
pal, but the first with a focus on 
feeding clients of the food shelf. 
The original idea for a garden on 
the church property came from 
Eagle Scout Ian Shea, whose uncle 
formerly pastored there. 

St. James church member 

Anne Scheibel has been one of 
the driving forces behind the new 
partnership. “We have been so 
lucky with the volunteers who’ve 
come forward,” she said. “Our 
gardeners are informed and pas-
sionate about what they do. We’ll 
be figuring out regular gardening 
times if people want to come and 
volunteer together. What we’ve 
seen so far has been a nice mix of 
ages and experience levels. When 
we get together there’s been a lot 
of conversation and networking 
about things related to the garden 
and well beyond. It’s a great way 
to meet new people and improve 
your gardening skills.”

Community gardens add 
beauty to the neighborhood and 
heighten people’s awareness and 
appreciation for living things. 
There will be an Open House for 
interested gardeners at the garden 
site on Thur., June 15, 6-8pm. 
For more information, contact 
NENA’s Lauren Hazenson at 
612.724.5652 or lauren.hazen-
son@nokomiseast.org. 

Roosevelt Theater brings love and laughs to The Addams Family musical
By JILL BOOGREN

They might be creepy and 
kooky, but there’s also a whole 
lotta love in The Addams Fami-
ly, and the cast at Roosevelt High 
School laid it bare during their 
recent performances of this dark 
musical comedy. (I’m careful not 
to say they poured their hearts out 
because knowing this family, that 
would take on a most literal mean-
ing). There, in the gothic chill of 
their decrepit old house and grave-
yard—the dusky gray offset by 
splashes of blood-red drapes and 
table cloth—was a tremendous 
amount of warmth.

In the opening number 
“When You’re an Addams” (snap 
snap), this mysterious family 
emerges from behind iron gates. 
They awaken their ancestors by 
dancing on their graves and draw-
ing them into a full-blown line 
dance.

The plot is quickly revealed: 
Wednesday is engaged to be mar-
ried. Her dad, Gomez, is trying to 
come to grips with it (“She’ll be 
Thursday before you know it!”). 
Her younger brother, Pugsley, 
wants nothing to do with it, and 
her mother, Morticia, has no idea, 

a secret Gomez cannot bear to 
keep. As the Addams get ready to 
host a dinner party with Wednes-
day’s beau, Lucas, and his parents, 
the two young lovers urge their 
parents to give them “one normal 
night.” That leads to another rous-
ing musical number with the full 
company. Of course, the night is 
anything but normal: Grandma’s 
got some mad potions, the an-
cestors are restless, Lurch merely 

grunts, and Fester’s in love with the 
moon!

But here’s the trick: as zany 
as the setup is, the play isn’t afraid 
to go deep. Gomez’s expressions 
of love and potential loss in 
“Trapped” and “Happy/Sad” (per-
formed by Sam Albright) were truly 
heartfelt. Even though Wednesday 
(Kate Anderson) and Lucas (Jade 
Vick) seem to have never been on 
a date—an allowance we’re okay 

with in musical theater—their love 
for each other and the intensity of 
their frustration with their parents 
shone through. The sultry Morticia 
(Carrine St. Aubin) schools Alice 
(Shayana Scott) in the dangers of 
keeping secrets. Even Pugsley’s (Km 
Boogren) tortured sentiments were 
born of love for his sister and the 
sorrows of loss. And oh my good-
ness, who didn’t shed a tear when 
Fester (Sebastian Gonzalez) sere-

naded the moon?
Costumes and makeup (Ana 

Misna-Lubin, Olivia Mallery, 
Katherine Quackenbush, Zan-
der Thomas) were a delight, with 
basic black for the Addams, an as-
sortment of dusty whites for the 
ancestors, and bright yellow (of 
course!) for the “normal” family. 
The otherwise crossbow wielding 
Wednesday entering the stage in 
her bright yellow dress is as ab-
surdly out of place as Lucas’s dad, 
Mal, sitting awkwardly in Go-
mez’s favorite chair. Fester’s white 
orb of a head, Grandma’s wacky 
wig, and Lurch’s perfectly sculpted 
hair were terrific.

The Addams Family may have 
bone-chilling antics, but they were 
delivered with warmth. The Roo-
sevelt Theater Company has been 
together for two years now, after 
having been dormant for over a 
decade, and cast and crew brought 
the energy of a close-knit, well...
family.

The Addams Family musical 
was directed by Kristi Johnson, 
with choreography by Darrius 
Strong, set design and direction by 
Shy Iverson, and piano accompani-
ment by Jay Albright.

Things go a little awry during a dinner party with The Addams Family. (Photo by Jill Boogren)

St. James Episcopal Church member 
Ted Gerold worked at building one 
of the four new 4’ X 8’ raised beds. 
Food shelf clients were asked what 
vegetables they would prefer, and 
the response was unanimous: toma-
toes. All four of the new beds will be 
dedicated to growing different kinds 
of tomatoes.

Volunteer gardeners have signed contracts indicating they are willing to work a minimum of two hours per week on the 
food shelf community garden for the 2017 growing season. Gardeners of all experience levels are welcome to apply.
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Join your Muslim neighbors for a meal during Ramadan 
By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

Ramadan is an Islamic holy 
month of the lunar calendar 
during which Muslims don’t eat 
or drink between sunrise and sun-
set. This year the month of Ra-
madan falls between May 26 and 
June 24. Each night, the breaking 
of the daily fast is celebrated with 
a meal called an iftar.

Taking Heart is a program 
of the Minnesota Council of 
Churches. Through a longstand-
ing partnership with the Muslim 
American Society of Minnesota, 
Taking Heart sponsors a series 
of iftars with Islamic communi-
ty centers and mosques in which 
non-Muslims are welcome to join 
in an evening meal and conver-
sation. Last year, more than 800 
non-Muslims attended iftars 
throughout the state.

Reverend Cynthia Bronson 
Sweigert is the organizer for Tak-
ing Heart. “We have more than 
20 sites sponsoring iftars already,” 
she said, “and there will be more 
coming. Our reach is growing be-
yond the metro area to include 
Rochester, St. Peter, Mankato, Wi-
nona, and Duluth. The purpose of 
our partnership is to bring people 
in whose contact with the Muslim 
community has been minimal.”

“Guests should be prepared 
to have their assumptions chal-
lenged,” Sweigert continued. “I’ve 
been doing interfaith work for 
years, and sometimes I’m still sur-
prised.”

Abdullahi Farah, Executive 
Director of the Abubakar Asiddiq 
Islamic Center, agreed. “There are 
a lot of misconceptions about 
Muslims flying around out there,” 
he said. “We’re happy about the 
iftars, happy that people who are 
not Muslim wish to learn more 
about our culture and beliefs. 
We’ll be hosting an iftar for the 
second year on June 14.”

Farah explained that the Is-
lamic Center, 2824 13th Ave. S., 
came into existence in 1998—
when the first wave of Somali 
immigration to Minnesota began. 
As an Islamic Center, they offer 
a prayer space and many oppor-
tunities for cultural enrichment. 
Their weekend school serves more 

than 1,000 students monthly 
(ages 6-20) with Somali language 
and culture classes. Farah said, 
“We want our center to be avail-
able to other groups in the com-
munity too. We recently hosted a 
gathering called Neighborhoods 
2020, attended by Minneapolis 
Mayor Betsy Hodges, diverse com-
munity members from our neigh-
borhood and three others that are 
adjacent. We all have common 
interests and face common prob-
lems. We are stronger together.”

There are more than 150,000 
Muslims living in Minnesota, 
and they represent different races, 
nationalities, and cultures. Their 
common observances are up-
holding the five pillars of Islam: 
daily prayer; devotion to one God 
(Allah); fasting during Ramadan; 
contributing generously to char-
ity; and undertaking a holy pil-
grimage.

Each iftar will include a short 
presentation about Ramadan. The 
fast will then be broken with a 
snack of dates and water. Muslims 
pray five times daily, and the final 
prayer of the day is called the sun-
set prayer. Iftar guests are welcome 
to observe the sunset prayer in the 
prayer room. Be sure to remove 
shoes, and stand or sit quietly 
in the back of the prayer room. 
Women who choose to observe 
the sunset prayer should wear a 
head scarf. 

After prayer, participants 
return to the gathering space to 
share in the iftar: a substantial, 
home-made meal of traditional 
foods.

Sweigert concluded, “We 
send out a pre-survey to people 
when they register for a Taking 

Heart Iftar, asking why they want 
to attend. The responses used to 
be more about curiosity. Lately, 
the responses have been more 
about solidarity and becoming 
allies.”

To register for a Taking Heart 
Iftar, go to www.mnchurches.org, 

and follow the prompts in the 
top right corner. Contact Rever-
end Sweigert, Taking Heart Orga-
nizer, at 412-638-0680 with any 
questions. There are several sites 
convenient to Longfellow and 
East Nokomis and there is no 
cost to participate.

Neighborhood Churches Welcome You!
Bethlehem Covenant Church
3141 43rd Ave. S. • 612-721-5768
www.bethlehemcov.org  
Pastor Matt Kennedy
Children especially welcome
Handicapped Accessible
Contemporary Worship – 9:00am 
Traditional Worship – 10:30am
Espanol – 1:30pm

Epworth United Methodist
3207 37th Ave. • 612-722-0232
www.epworthumcmpls.org
Pastor Steven Reiser
(Childcare Provided)
(Wheelchair Accessible)

Jesus In The City Fellowship, 
3249-30th Av. S. • 612-730-3390
www.JesusInTheCityFellowship.org, 
Pastor Michael Pilla
Sunday 10 am Coffee and Fellowship 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. Praise and Worship 
Monday, 6:30 pm Bible Study - Book of John
Handicapped Accessible

Living Table United Church 
of Christ
3805 40th St. E. •  612-729-7556
www.livingtable.org
Pastor Rachael Keefe
Sunday Worship 10:30 am
Open and Affirming
Wheelchair accessible 
We also invite you to join us for:

Loving Our Neighbors Speaker Series, 
Monday June 5, 7PM, Imam Abdisalam 
Adam, Islamic League of Somali 
Scholars in America

 
Minnehaha Communion Lutheran
4101 37th Ave. S. • 612-722-9527
www.minnehahacommunion.com
Pastors Dan and Sally Ankerfelt 
Sunday Worship – 9:45 am
(Wheelchair Accessible)

Spirit Garage
3010 Minnehaha Ave. • 612-827-1074
www.spiritgarage.org 
Worship: Sundays, 10:30am
The Hook & Ladder Theater & Lounge
4th Sunday Special Summer Worship 

Services
June 25: Lake Harriet Bandshell, 10:00am
July 23: Open Streets Lake St/

Minnehaha Ave, 3010 Minnehaha Ave
August 27: Minnehaha Falls Bandstand, 

10:30am
www.outdoorworship.org

St. Albert the Great Catholic
E. 29th St. at 32nd Ave. S. • 
612-724-3643
www.saintalbertthegreat.org
Fr. Joe Gillespie, O.P.
Sunday Mass: 9:30 am (Childcare available)
Saturday Mass: 5 pm 
M,T, Th, F: Rosary at 8 am, Daily Mass 8:15 am
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 
First Fridays from 9 am to noon
(Handicapped accessible)

St. Peder’s Evangelical Lutheran
4600 E. 42nd St. • 612-722-8000
www.stpeders.net
Julie A. Ebbesen, Pastor
Sundays: 9 am Worship (childcare available)
9 am Children/Youth Faith Formation
10 am Coffee & Fellowship
10:20 am Adult Faith Formation
(Handicap acc., Braille)

Trinity Lutheran Church
of Minnehaha Falls
5212 41st Ave. S.  •  612-724-3691
www.trinityfalls.org
Pastor Matt Oxendale
Sunday Worship 10 am
VBS at Morris Park June 19-23
AA Sun & Tues 7:00 pm

Projects of the Neighborhood Churches Include:
Minnehaha Food Shelf, Serving People Tuesday, 10:30 am - 3 pm

Call us at 612-721-6231 • Minnehaha United Methodist 3701 E. 50th St.

Some Muslims don’t shake hands with members of the opposite sex. When introduced, smile and offer your name 
rather than your hand. (Photo by Taking Heart)

All guests to an iftar should dress modestly, making sure that shoulders, upper arms, and knees are covered.  (Photo 
by Taking Heart)

Abdullahi Farah, Executive Direc-
tor of the Abubakar Asiddiq Islam-
ic Center in South Minneapolis. 
(Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)
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Babysitting Clinic 
returns July 10-13
The Babysitting Clinic returns 
July 10-13, 6-8pm at Minnehaha 
Communion Lutheran Church, 
4101 37th Ave. S. Minnehaha 
Communion is offering neigh-
borhood youth, ages 11-16, the 
on-line Red Cross Babysitting 
Clinic. 

The certifi cation does not in-
clude infant CPR. 

In addit ion to learning 
babysitting fundamentals, the 
students will learn about fun 
games and healthy snacks for 
youngsters. Babysitting kits and 
business cards will be created 
during the week. The students 
also will have a paid opportunity 
to staff a play area during a local 
July 23 event. 

The cost is $10 per student 
with scholarships available upon 
request. Call 612-722-9527 to 
register your child. 

Longfellow Garden 
Club meets June 14
The Longfellow Garden Club 
meets 7pm on Wed., June 14, 
at Epworth United Methodist 
Church, 3207 37th Ave. S., to 
discuss fl ower arranging and tips 
for growing tropicals. Come at 
6:30pm to help set up. 

Accomplished Longfellow 
gardener Therese Blaine arranges 
fl owers professionally and in her 
presentation will show you ways 
to make unique arrangements 
with the fl owers you grow or pur-
chase. And if you love the beau-
ty of the tropics, Therese offers 
useful tips on caring for tropical 
houseplants and their outdoor 
summer vacations! 

Afterward, as a summer 
bonus and weather permitting, 
we will leave Epworth and tour 
Cynthia Towne’s special peony 
collection.

You can fi nd out more 
about the Longfellow Garden 
Club at www.facebook.com/
LongfellowGardenClub.

Hiawatha Lumber 
Grand Reopening 
planned June 10
Hiawatha Lumber Company, 
3233 E. 40th St., will be hold-
ing their Grand Reopening on 
Sat., June 10, 10am-2pm.  There 
will be information on how to 
build your own raised garden 
bed, a chicken coop, a planter 
box, and more. There will also 
be a free raffl e for all of these 
items. There will also be local 
contractors available to discuss 
your lumber projects! There will 
also be plenty of family fun at 
this community open house. 
BBQ lunch will be served cour-
tesy of Everett’s Foods and The 
Herbivorious Butcher. A balloon 
entertainer will be on hand to 

create colorful fun as well as face 
painters to transform your little 
ones with their brushes. A bouncy 
castle will also be part of the fun 
donated by Castle Building and 
Remodeling. Hiawatha Lumber 
Company is located one block 
east of Hiawatha on 40th St. 

AA and NA meets
Every Monday night there is an 
AA meeting at 7pm at Minnehaha 
Communion Lutheran Church 
(4101 37th Ave. S.), and every 
Tuesday and Wednesday night 
there is an AA meeting at 7:30pm. 
On Thursday night, there is an 
NA meeting at 7:30pm. All are 
welcome to attend.

Seward Co-op 
receives award
Seward Co-op has been named 
a Sustainability Star by National 
Co+op Grocers (NCG) for excel-
lence in sustainability efforts. The 
award recognizes food co-ops 
that demonstrate outstanding 
leadership by making a positive 
impact on social, environmental 
and local economic issues. 

At its annual meeting in 
April, NCG honored Seward 
Co-op for its commitment to 
positive environmental impacts 
and improving sustainable prac-
tices where possible, particularly 
in the area of waste management. 
Seward Co-op’s three business lo-
cations’ recycling and compost 
efforts divert approximately 85% 
of waste from landfi ll or inciner-
ation. 

Like all Sustainability Star 
Award winners, Seward Co-op 
participates in Co+efficient, 
NCG’s sustainability program 
that helps co-op grocery stores 
measure their impacts, drive im-
provements, and share the story 
of their important work with 
community members and other 
co-ops. This marks the second 

year that NCG has highlighted 
co-ops by awarding Sustainability 
Star honors. Seward Co-op is one 
of 10 co-ops nationwide recog-
nized for their 2016 performance. 

Seward Co-op is proud to 
share its successes and draw com-
munity attention to the many 
challenges facing ethical and sus-
tainable food production and dis-
tribution in an inclusive socially 
responsible manner. In the last 
two years, they have expanded 
their diverse workforce to more 
than 330 employees earning a 
living wage.

Free Bible camp 
slated in June
Trinity of Minnehaha Falls is 
sponsoring an exciting week of 
Vacation Bible School at Morris 
Park, June 19-23, 9:30am-noon. 
The week will be fi lled with 
experiences that kids will see, 
hear, touch, and even taste! 
KidVid Cinema shares real stories 
of real kids who rely on God’s 
power to face life’s challenges! 
Plus team-building games, cool 
Bible songs, and tasty treats keep 
everyone on the move. For more 
details, contact Trinity’s offi ce 
at 612-724-3691 or visit https://
www.trinityfalls.org/vbs. 

Summer concert 
planned June 25
The second in a series of sum-
mer concerts with vocalist Maud 
Hixson and piano virtuoso Rick 
Carlson will take place Sun., 
June 25, 1pm, at St. Albert the 
Great Church, corner of E. 29th 
St. at 32nd Ave. S. Each concert 
is a performance based on the 
delightful standards from each 
decade with the June concert 
focusing on songs from the 30s. 
Other concerts are planned on 
July 23 (the 1940s), and on 
Aug. 20 (the 1950s). Tickets for 

the concerts are $20 at the door, 
cash or check.

Bossen Field Park 
renovation update
An extensive renovation of 
Bossen Field Park began last 
summer, carried through early 
winter and recently restarted 
this spring. This project has im-
pacted almost the entire park 
at  some point over the last 
year, and the Minneapolis Park 
and Recreation Board appreci-
ates park users’ patience while 
spaces are reshaped to fit the 
wide-ranging needs of the com-
munity according to the Bossen 
Field Park Master Plan. 

Construction in the south-
ern half of the park—which 
includes two new softball fi elds, 
an open play fi eld, new play-
ground, pathways, parking lot 
and the basketball court—will 
wrap up this summer. The four 
softball fi elds in the northern 
half of the park will remain 
closed in 2017 to give the new 
turf suffi cient time to establish 
strong roots. 

Transition Longfellow 
plans June activities
Transition Longfellow is an 
all-volunteer group of Longfel-
low/South Minneapolis neigh-
bors who create activities to en-
gage the community in reducing 
energy use, growing (and learn-
ing to grow) more local food, 
preparing for more extreme 
weather, and helping neighbors 
get to know one another. Anyone 
can participate, and the group 
welcomes new people to join 
the planning team. For more in-
formation, visit www.transition-
longfellow.org. 

Preparedness Book Group 
meets Wed., June 7, 6:30pm 
at Moon Palace Books (3260 
Minnehaha Ave.) and Wed., June 
21, 6:30pm at Lake Coffee House 
(3223 E. Lake St.). The group is 
reading “Making Home: Adapt-
ing Our Homes and Lives to Set-
tle in Place” by Sharon Astyk. 
Chapter 7 on transportation 
choices will be read out loud on 
June 7, and discussed on June 21. 

Part 3 of the Series: When 
Climate Change Comes Home 
– “Safe and Prepared: Severe 
Storms and Power Outages” 
Thurs., June 15, 6:30pm at Long-
fellow Park Building, 3435 36th 
Ave. S. (See complete story on 
page 4.)

Movie Night, Fri., June 16, 
6:30pm potluck, 7:15 movie, 
Minnehaha Communion Lu-
theran, 4101 37th Ave. S. (NEW 
LOCATION) Movie night is a 
great way to learn about Transi-
tion Towns and meet new friends 
and neighbors. Share a meal and 
watch the movie, “A Farmer’s 
Road,” an award-winning docu-
mentary about two soil scientists 
who traded the security of aca-

demia for the challenges of oper-
ating a goat dairy. Surrounded by 
commodity-based agribusinesses, 
they worked to embody the core 
principles of sustainability while 
educating the public and chang-
ing the American food system, 
one meal at a time. Share some 
good food and inspiration!

Call for Help. Transition 
Longfellow is planning a Garden 
Skillshare Day for Sat., July 15. 
Volunteers are needed to help 
with organizing this one-day 
event that will include workshops 
and hands-on, in-the-garden 
demonstrations. Contact Leslie 
MacKenzie at 612-724-4265 if 
you have a garden skill you can 
share or you can help on the 
organizing team. (This is a short-
term volunteer commitment.) 

Urban garden is 
interfaith project
The Gandhi Mahal Interfaith 
Garden, 3201 22nd Ave. S., was 
planted on May 12. The plant-
ing took place from 1-7pm, and 
a compost class was held at 4:30. 
More than 30 volunteers came 
throughout the day to plant 
seeds and seedlings, build raised 
beds, clean out the chicken coop, 
and build a compost pile.

 The Gandhi Mahal Inter-
faith Garden is a unique part-
nership between a restaurant, a 
church, and a non-profit part-
ner. Last year the garden, which 
is located behind a residential 
property, produced hundreds of 
pounds of vegetables, increasing 
access to healthy, culturally rele-
vant food and building a diverse, 
interfaith community.

The garden is a collabor-
ation between Gandhi Mahal 
Restaurant, First Nations 
Kitchen, a ministry of All Saints 
Episcopal Indian Mission; and 
Minnesota Interfaith Power & 
Light, which brings Minnesota’s 
faith communities together to 
address climate change. You 
can view an online video about 
the garden at https://vimeo.
com/192505320/321c18d125.

NA group meets 
every Friday
A Narcotics Anonymous group 
meets every Friday evening at 7pm 
at Faith Evangelical Lutheran, 
3430 E. 51st St. All are welcome 
to attend.

Faith Book Club 
meets June 3
The Faith Ev. Lutheran Book 
Club meets the fi rst Saturday of 
every month from 10-11am at the 
church, 3430 E. 51st St The book 
being discussed June 3 will be the 
“The Devil in the White City” by 
Eric Larson.

Rummage sale planned June 8-10

St. Albert the Great Church, corner of E. 29th St. at 32nd Ave. S., 
will hold a huge indoor Rummage Sale, Thurs. and Fri., June 8 and 
9, from 9am to 7pm. Sat., June 10, 9am to noon, is Bag Day ($3 
and $5 bags). Clothes, household items, furniture, books, toys, 
jewelry and much more will be available. The building is handicap 
accessible.

Continued on page 10
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Classifieds
Messenger Want ads must be received by the Messenger by June 19 for the June 29 issue. Call 651-645-7045 for more information. 

Your classified ad will also be automatically placed on the Messenger’s website at www.LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com

 Messenger Want Ads are $1 per 
word with a $10 minimum. 
Send your remittance along with 
your ad to Messenger Classifi eds, 
125 1st Ave. NW, PO Box 168, 
Minneapolis, MN 55369. Want ads 
must be mailed to the Messenger 
before June 19 for the June 29 
issue. Ad copy can be e-mailed 
to denis@deruyternelson.com. 
Call 651-917-4183 for more infor-
mation. Your classifi ed ad will 
also be automatically placed on 
the Messenger’s website at www.
LongfellowNokomisMessenger
.com

APARTMENT WANTED
Quiet working woman looking 
for a one-bedroom apartment for 
July or August. No basements. 
Good references. Lynn 651-489-
9053 or lynns@bitstream.net

COMPUTER REPAIR/
SERVICE

Harmony PC computer repair, 
service, instruction. Service in 
your home. 25 years exp. State 
Courts, Microsoft. Woman-
owned. www.harmonypc.us 651-
605-5804. 10-17

EMPLOYMENT
Volunteer & Earn Money! - 
Seniors Corps is looking for vol-
unteers to assist seniors in your 
community. Volunteers receive a 

stipend, mileage reimbursement 
& other benefi ts. Contact Kate 
Lecher 651.310.9447 or kate.lech-
er@lssmn.org 7-17

HANDYMAN
Dr. House does it all: From a 
leaky faucet to a new addition. I 
can save you money on electrical 
and plumbing. Call John at 651-
231-5652. B-17

HOUSE CLEANING
House cleaning. Honest, reliable, 
reasonable. Excellent service. 
Robin, 612-724-0817. 6-17

LAWN
All your GREEN needs: Mowing/
Lawn Care/Landscaping, 20+ 
Years in Mpls. Call 612-781-3420. 
SorensenLawnCare.com B-17

PAINTING
Bill's Painting. 38 years experi-
ence. Painting, wallpaper, staining 
and texturing. Fully insured. Free 

estimates. Attention to details. 
Call Bill 612-790-1266. 6-17

Painting, wallpaper removal. 35 
years experience. Small painting 
jobs wanted. 612-202-5514. Lawn 
mowing. 6-17

PETS
John's Dog Walking - Daily dog 
walks, boarding and in-home pet 
visits. 15 years experience, Insured 
and Bonded. 612-825-9019. www.
facebook.com/johnpetservice. 6-17

RENTALS
MPLS Storage located in the 
Longfellow neighborhood has 
units for rent at low rates. Locally 
owned and family operated. 1/2 
block from Lake and Hiawatha. 
612-333-7525. B-17

Offi ce or therapy space for rent: 
On bus route. Easy access to light 
rail. Located at Minnehaha Ave S. 

and 42nd St. Open to build out. 
2nd fl oor offi ce space available. 
Call Jim between 8 a.m. 2 p.m. 
612-729-2316 or email: KRZ@
NELSONELECTRICINC.COM. B-1

SERVICES
Concrete work: Steps, sidewalks, 
patios, driveways. Licensed, bond-
ed, insured. Call Tom Seemon, 
612-721-2530. 11-17

TUTORING
Private Spanish lessons. Drum 
lessons. $20/class. All levels. 
Nokomis East. John 612-558-
1356. 7-17

June Events at LS 
Healthy Seniors
Longfellow/Seward Healthy Se-
niors’ monthly Senior Social/
Health Talk will be held Tue., 
June 20 at 10:30am at Holy Trin-
ity Lutheran Church, 2730 E. 
31st St. The presentation is en-
titled “Downsizing Made Easy.” 
Stephen Laliberte from Sort Toss 
Pack will discuss how to sort 
through your possessions. Learn 
what to donate, what to recycle, 
and what to sell. You’ll also get 
tips on what can’t be donated 
and what items have negative 
value.

A “Tai Chi Easy” exercise/
movement class will be held 
on Monday mornings, 10:30-
11:30am, through June 26 (no 
class on May 29), from 10:30-
11:30am. The classes will be held 

at Holy Trinity Lutheran and will 
cost $5/class (discounts available 
for lower income seniors). 

The last class for the spring 
art series “Coloring: It’s Not 
Just for Kids Anymore,” will be 
Thur., June 15 from 1:30–3pm 
at St. Peder’s Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 4600 E. 42nd St. The 
June class is “Your Choice: Mo-
saics, Geometrics, Animals, Flo-
rals or Old Masters.” Participants 
will receive a complimentary 
mini stained glass coloring book, 
while supplies last. The class 
costs $4 and includes supplies. 
Preregistration is required by 
June 12 by phone or email. 

A monthly Diabetes Sup-
port Group for adults of all ages 
will be held Wed., June 14 from 
6:30-8pm at Hiawatha School 
Park Recreation Center, 4305 E. 
42nd St. 

Additionally, Longfellow/
Seward Healthy Seniors is look-
ing for “Friendly Visitor” vol-
unteers and volunteer drivers to 
help seniors live independently. 

Call Longfellow/Seward 
Healthy Seniors at 612-729-5799 
or email us at info@lshealthy-
seniors.org for more information 
on activities, services or volunteer 
opportunities. 

Gamblers Anonymous 
meets Wednesdays
Gamblers Anonymous meets 
Wednesdays from 6-7pm in 
the Hope Room at Living Table 
Church, 3805 E. 40th St. Anyone 
with a desire to stop gambling is 
welcome.

Nokomis Beach gets 
solar and shade
Construction is moving for-
ward on a new solar power in-
stallation at Nokomis Beach. 
The 18-panel installation will 
be mounted atop a large shade 
structure next to Sandcastle 

restaurant.
This addition to Lake 

Nokomis Park fulfi lls the need for 
additional shade near the beach 
area identifi ed in the Nokomis-
Hiawatha Master Plan, adopted 
March 2015. It will also supply an 
estimated 10.9% of total annual 
energy consumed at the beach.

VA to hold Town Hall 
meeting June 21
The next VA-sponsored Veterans 
Town Hall will be held on June 
21, 5-7pm, in the Lower Level 
Auditorium of the Whipple 
Federal Building, 1 Federal Drive, 
Fort Snelling, St. Paul. Leaders 
from the Minneapolis VA Health 
Care System, St. Paul Regional 
Benefi ts Offi ce and Fort Snelling 
National Cemetery will be avail-
able to listen to concerns of 
Veterans. The event is open to 
Veterans, their spouses, VA stake-
holders and the general public. 
Attendees are urged to arrive 

early. They must pass through a 
security check.

Adoption support 
group meets June 6
The Adoption Support Network 
holds monthly support groups at 
Minnehaha Communion Luther-
an Church (4101 37th Ave. S.), 
for parents and teens who have 
been adopted. The next meeting 
will be held on Thur., June 6 at 
6:30pm. 

Adoptive parents are pro-
vided with a confi dential, non-
judgmental environment where 
they can support each other and 
share resources. Teens are invited 
to meet other teens who under-
stand what it’s like to be adopted. 
The teen group is not a drop-off 
group—parent(s) must attend the 
parent support group. For more 
info and to RSVP, contact Ginny 
Blade at 651-646-5082 or ginny-
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blade@nacac.org (parents); or 
Christina Romo at 651-644-3036, 
ext. 17, or christinaromo@nacac.
org (teens).

Blind Ministry 
Outreach June 10
The Blind Ministry Outreach 
meets at Faith Ev. Lutheran, 3430 
E. 51st St., the second Saturday of 
the month. You are invited to join 
them on Sat., Apr. 8, from noon-
2 pm for lunch, Bible study, and 
fellowship. Volunteers to assist 
are also welcome. Call 612-729-
5463 for more information.

Living Table slates 
speaker series
Living Table United Church of 
Christ, 3805 E. 40th St., is hosting 
a series of talks about how differ-
ent cultures and religions inform 
people about seeking justice for 
all, titled “Loving Our Neighbors: 
A Speaker Series on Faith, Culture, 
and Justice .” On June 5, 7pm, 
Imam Abdisalam Adam from the 
Islamic Civic Society of America 
will speak. Abdisalam came to 
the United States in 1991 and 
worked as Arabic-English-Somali 
Translator in Virginia before mov-
ing to the Twin Cities in 1996. He 
is very active in the community as 
an advocate and educator.

Garage Sale registration
Do you live in the Nokomis 
East area and have a summer 
sale in mind? We’ll take care 
of the promotion! Are you a 
bargain shopper who doesn’t 
want to drive all around town 
to find the best deal? The an-
nual NENA Garage Sale brings 
buyers and sellers together for a 
neighborhood-wide event with 
sales for every shopper’s need. 
Last year, the event listed over 
100 garage sales.

This year the sale will take 
place on Sat., June 17. If you 
plan to have a sale, be sure to 
register at http://nokomiseast.
org/garagesale by June 10 to be 
included on the NENA map. 
Printed maps will be available 
the week of the sale at the NENA 
offi ce, on the NENA website, and 
at local businesses. 

Register your block 
for National Night Out
National Night Out (NNO) is 
an annual community-building 
campaign that promotes po-
lice-community partnerships 
and neighborhood connections. 
Participating in NNO is free. 
Get to know your neighbors at 
this annual event by hosting an 
NNO party on your block. 

Registering your NNO event 
and applying to close your 
street/alley is a single online 
process. To register go to www.
ci .minneapol is.mn.us/nno/
nno_register.

If you register by July 18, 
you can block your street for 
free. If you register from July 19 
through July 26, there is a $100 
fee. All street blocking must be 
registered by July 26. 

Pollinator Garden 
volunteers needed
Nokomis East is home to two 
fl ourishing native plant, pollina-
tor-friendly community gardens. 
Each garden is maintained entire-
ly by area volunteers. We could 
use your help! Your volunteer 
work will maintain an important 
stop for pollinators in the neigh-
borhood and the environment of 
the entire region.

Garden volunteers meet 
at the Nokomis Naturescape 
on Lake Nokomis at 50th St. 
and Nokomis Pkwy. and the 
Nokomis Gateway Gardens at the 
corner of E. 50th St. and HWY 
55. Nokomis Naturescape vol-
unteers are in the garden almost 
every Tuesday at 6:30pm during 
the gardening season. 

No experience is necessary, 
and you can help on an occa-

sional basis or all season long. 
For more information about 
volunteering or about the gar-
dens contact NENA at nena@
nokomiseast.org. 

Be a part of Nokomis East’s 
future: join a NENA committee
Community gardens, home im-
provement loans, and communi-
ty bike racks all started as NENA 
committee projects. If you want 
to know more about what NENA 
is doing, or you would like to 
work to strengthen our commu-
nity, come to one of our commit-
tee meetings. All are welcome, 
and any Nokomis East resident 
can become a member by regu-
larly attending committee meet-
ings. Show up to any meeting to 
get involved. Go to nokomiseast.
org to fi nd more information on 
each committee.

Housing, Commercial, and 
Streetscape Committee meetings, 
every fi rst Wednesday, 6:30-8pm, 
NENA offi ce, 4313 E. 54th St.

Green Initiatives Committee 
Meeting, every second Wednes-
day, 6:30-8pm, at the NENA of-
fi ce.

Sign up for NENA News
Your Guide to News, Events, 
and Resources! Get your neigh-
borhood news del ivered to 
your inbox every other Wednes-
day. Sign up today at www.
nokomiseast.org. Once you sign 
up, you’ll receive updates on 
news and happenings for your 
neighborhood.

Transition Longfellow artists light up the night at Northern Spark
By LESLIE MACKENZIE

Northern Spark is one of the 
biggest art events in the Twin Cit-
ies, attracting upwards of 50,000 
people over the course of an 
evening, from 9pm to 5:30am. 
This year’s event, on June 10-11, 
takes place at locations all along 
the Green Line, from downtown 
Minneapolis to Lowertown in 

St. Paul. It features the work of 
more than 70 artists, including 
two from the South Minneapo-
lis neighborhood sustainability 
group Transition Longfellow. 

Peter Foster and Leslie MacK-
enzie are part of a 9-person art-
ist team from Transition Town 
groups in St. Anthony Park, 
Northeast  Minneapolis  and 
Longfellow. With the theme of 
“Climate Chaos | Climate Ris-
ing,” the artists felt Northern 
Spark was a perfect venue to 
share the Transition Town mes-
sage of personal and community 
action. 

Foster is responsible for 
the design of an installation of 
a grove of trees next to Golden’s 
Deli in Lowertown, St. Paul on 
the night of Northern Spark. 
“The goal of the project is to help 
people understand how their 
daily actions and commitments 
add up, and to see the range of 
actions people can take,” he said.

“Most people know that cli-
mate change is real, and many 
people are already doing a variety 
of things to reduce their impact. 
They’re biking or taking the bus, 
eating less meat, composting, 
insulating their homes. Some 
people are making big commit-
ments, like home sharing, going 
solar, or choosing not to fl y,” Fos-
ter said. 

“Most of these commitments 
aren’t visible to others,” Foster 
continued. “They’re done pri-
vately, and no one knows. What 
TransitionNOW! Twin Cities is 
trying to do is make these every-
day actions and private commit-
ments visible so people can see 
that they are not alone and what 
they are doing is not unusual. 
We’re all in this together, doing 
what we can.”

Project organizers printed 
100 T-shirts and invited people 
to come to Community Day 
events in April and May to cus-
tomize their shirts with logos of 
actions they have taken in their 
own life. They will then wear 
those T-shirts to Northern Spark. 

“At the Grove of Life in 
Lowertown, we will be inviting 
the community to help us turn 
eight dead trees into a beautiful 
forest of light and poetry and 
music,” said MacKenzie. “People 
will be invited to write their ac-
tions and commitments on a col-
ored paper leaf and add it to the 
trees. We have 4,000 leaves ready 
for people to use.”

“Northern Spark won’t be 
the end of life for these trees,” 
she said. “There is a national 

gathering taking place July 27-30 
at Macalester College. Transition 
Town organizers and commu-
nity members who are working 
to build more climate-resilient, 
socially connected, low-carbon 
communities will be there. This 
is the first ever national gather-
ing, and it’s open to the pub-
lic. We’ll bring at least part of 
the grove to that event and in-
vite people to continue to add 
leaves.” 

TransitionNOW! Twin Cit-
ies organizers invite communi-
ty participation in their project. 
If you would like to help on the 
night of Northern Spark, contact 
Leslie Mackenzie at 612-724-
4265 or by visiting the Transition 
Twin Cities website: www.transi-
tiontwincities.org.
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Kirsten Olson (left) watches as Transition Longfellow artist Peter Foster works his screenprinting magic! Foster is 
responsible for the design of an installation of a grove of trees next to Golden’s Deli in Lowertown, St. Paul on the 
night of Northern Spark. (Photo submitted)

NENA (Nokomis East Neighborhood Association)

Time to register for the June 17 Community Garage Sale
4313 54th St. E.

Upcoming Meetings and Events:
06/07/17: NENA Housing, Commercial and Streetscape Committee, NENA Offi ce, 6:30pm
06/14/17: NENA Green Initiatives Committee, NENA Offi ce, 6:30pm
06/17/17: NENA Annual Garage Sale, Neighborhood-Wide, 8am- 4pm
06/22/17: NENA Board Meeting, NENA Offi ce, 7pm
 

Web: www.nokomiseast.org • Facebook: www.facebook.com/Nokomiseast
Twitter: twitter.com/NokomisEast • Email: nena@nokomiseast.org • Phone: (612) 724-5652
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By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN
In  one of  the  f inishing 

touches of a two-year period of 
reconstruction, fourteen hand-
made, mosaic trash recepta-
cles will be installed in front 
of businesses along Minnehaha 
Ave. Community mosaic artists 
Lori Greene and Greta McLain 
have been working on design-
ing and creating these pieces of 
public art since January 2017, 
and expect to install them in 
early June.

Melanie  Majors,  Execu-
tive Director of the Longfellow 
Community Council  (LCC), 
said, “Hennepin County ap-
proached us about the possibil-
ity of doing an art installation 
along Minnehaha Ave. a couple 
of years ago, during the recon-
struction planning stage. Lots 
of ideas had been discussed 
over time, but choosing what 
kind of art can go in is tricky. 
Every piece of public art that’s 
approved has to have an enti-
ty that’s willing to be respon-
sible for graffiti removal and 
general maintenance. Fourteen 
businesses decided to purchase 
the trash receptacles, showcase 
them on their property, and 
take care of them.”

“Our approach was com-
prehensive,” Majors continued. 
“Robb Luckow with Hennepin 
County talked with business 
owners along Minnehaha Ave. 
to learn what they wanted, and 

what they were willing to do. 
All of the stakeholders agreed 
that the goal was not just beau-
tification of post-construction, 
but to take this  opportuni-
ty to further ‘brand’ the cor-
ridor. Once we settled on the 
mosaic project, we applied for 
and received a Minnesota Re-
gional Arts Council grant for 
$10,000. That grant required a 
contribution of $2,500 by both 
Hennepin County and LCC.”

LCC next turned to Glen 
Dahl, a Realtor who buys, re-
habs and sells a lot of homes 
in South Minneapolis.  Dahl 
has an unusual approach to 
doing business in that he gives 
1-2% of the profit from each 
sale to a neighborhood proj-
ect. Majors said, “The scope 

of our project was in line with 
how Glen wants to give back 
to the community, and he was 
happy to cover LCC’s share of 
the costs.” 

Greene and long-time col-
laborator McLain held a series 
of six workshops throughout 
the winter. Attendees were able 
to make their own “mosaic on 
a stick” and, in the process, 
shared their ideas of what the 
new trash receptacles would 
say about the neighborhood.

Greene explained, “Greta 
and her team are making seven 
of the trash receptacles, and 
we’re making the other seven 
at my St. Paul studio, Mosa-
ic on a Stick. We had a really 
good turn-out for our winter 
workshops. Different people 

would come each time, but it 
seemed like everyone was com-
ing for the same reason: to do 
something positive, something 
creative. We asked each group 
the same questions, ‘How does 
your community feel to you?’ 
and ‘When you think of your 
neighborhood, what images 
come to mind?’ Participants 
drew pictures of gardens, the 
Mississippi River, biking, dogs, 
and simple patterns that were 
pleasing to their eye.” 

“We  th ink  th i s  p ro j e c t 
will bring more people onto 
Minnehaha Ave.,” Majors con-
cluded, “and will  really en-
hance its visual appeal. From 
the beginning, business own-
ers were saying that it isn’t just 
about what goes on inside—it 

matters what goes on outside 
of their businesses too. Long-
fellow is not an insular com-
munity. It’s one that says, ‘We 
want other people to come 
here.’”

In a final nod to the part-
nership that made this com-
munity mosaic project hap-
pen, Majors said, “There was 
cooperation in every direction. 
MRAC was great ;  Hennepin 
County really did their due 
diligence, the Minnehaha busi-
ness owners,  the neighbors, 
and participants were engaged; 
Glen Dahl’s contribution was 
greatly appreciated; and Fire 
Roast Cafe generously donated 
coffee and snacks throughout 
the creative process.

Watch LCC’s  website  or 
view their Facebook page for 
updates about the installation 
next month of the mosaic trash 
receptacles. Minnehaha Ave-
nue’s new public art installa-
tion will be colorful, engaging, 
and utterly practical all at the 
same time.

 
 

A pile of fi nished panels, stacked and ready for transport. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

Lori Greene, half of the creative team 
along with collaborator Greta Mc-
Lain, at work on one of the mosaic 
trash receptacles in her St. Paul stu-
dio. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

Story-telling with mosaic tiles re-
quires working with material that 
is hard and sharp - to create images 
that are soft and fl owing. (Photo by 
Margie O’Loughlin)


